When a Catholic Marries an Orthodox Christian
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The Catholic party should know that if—given the
circumstances of the marriage—the children are brought
up Orthodox, his or her relationship to the Catholic
Church will not be jeopardized. Since Catholics and
Orthodox share the same sacraments, the spiritual formation of children in authentic Christian doctrine and ways
of Christian living would, for the most part, be similar in
either church. In any case, since double membership is not
possible, the children will need to receive the sacraments
and be educated in one church or the other. That said,
marriage also includes a special obligation for the couple
to make every effort to help the children to know and
appreciate the traditions and practices of the churches of
both parents.

the family. Vespers, Scripture celebrations and study, and
seasonal services for Advent or Lent are all good examples. In some areas it may also be possible to join with
other Orthodox-Catholic couples to share experiences and
support one another. Above all, couples need to learn to
pray together.
In this way, a Catholic and an Orthodox married to
each other can provide a concrete example of how the
faithful of our two churches can relate to one another with
respect and love. May the Holy Spirit, who brings life to
both our churches, bind all such married couples together
in perfect love and make them a living sign of that unity
for which both Catholics and Orthodox pray.

5. HOW CAN WE LIVE OUT OUR
CHRISTIAN FAITH TOGETHER IN A CATHOLICORTHODOX MARRIAGE?
When a Catholic and an Orthodox Christian are joined
in matrimony, they will have many opportunities to
illustrate, through their married life, the spiritual and
theological closeness of our two churches. Under some circumstances this may include sharing in the Eucharist, but
the two churches have different views on this question.
The Catholic Church offers to Orthodox Christians the
Sacraments of Penance, the Eucharist, and the Anointing
of the Sick when they ask for them of their own free will
and are properly disposed. But Orthodox pastors instruct
their faithful not to receive Communion in a Catholic
church. Both churches have the conviction that only
those united in the same faith can share the Eucharist.
For the Orthodox, this implies that the Eucharist can
be shared only with Orthodox. For Catholics, the level
of unity in faith that already exists with the Orthodox
allows such sharing to take place. Consequently, a couple’s
desire to share the Eucharist, just as they will share the
Sacrament of Marriage, touches on different points of view
and practices that are not easily harmonized.
Couples should place high priority on becoming familiar with each other’s traditions, customs, and devotions.
This can be as routine as saying grace before meals or
sharing fasting practices. They may wish to attend services
with one another while allowing each to participate fully
in his or her own parish. The family can also attend many
other kinds of services together, apart from the Eucharist,
that do not highlight the exclusion of any members of
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